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Police
Shooting
Called an
Execution

Violence: Family of

“mentally ill wornan files

a $25-million claim
against Long Beach in
the slaying by officers.

By LOUIS SAHAGUN -
TIMES STAFF WRITER

An attorney for relatives of a
mentally il woman shot to death
by Long Beach police after she al-
legedly raised a knife at them ac-
cused the Police Department on
Monday of “executing” her.

The attorney, John E. Sweeney,
also filed a $25-million claim
against the city of Long Beach.
Such claims are normally rejected,
leading to lawsuits.

Officers encountered Marcella
Byrd after responding to a report
on Jan. 19 that a woman had left a
market without paying.

Sweeney said police have im-
properly characterized Byrd “as a
300-pound, out-of-control behe-
moth who knocked over a grocery
store and tried to make a getaway.”
In fact, he said, “she was closer to
260 pounds, stood 4 feet, 5% inches
tall. She was a kind, gentle person
who was diagnosed 20 years ago as
having schizophrenia. :

“We think this was nothing less
than a summary execution.”

Byrd, 57, had been in and out of
mental institutions and patient-
care programs, the attorney said.

The claim contends that the city
“negligently hired, trained, man-
aged and/or supervised each of the

" Long Beach officers involved in

this incident, leading to actions,
failures to act and negligent con-
duct.”

It also alleges that the city
“should have known" that each of
the officers who shot Byrd “was an |
aggressive and dangerous officer.”

Long Beach Police Department
spokesman Sgt. Steve Filippini de-
clined to comment.

Long Beach City Atty. Robert
Shannon said, “We believe it was a
legitimate police response, but our
own investigation is continuing.”

Initially, authorities said they
had no choice but to shoct the
knife-wielding woman.

Police repeatedly ordered Byrd
to stop and drop the steak knife as
they followed her toward the bus-
tling downtown Pine Avenue res-
taurant district.

Byrd, a resident of a downtown
seriors apartment compléx, ig-
nored the commands. Fearing
Byrd posed a public threat, police
initially fired beanbags, which
seemed to have little effect,
authorities said.

Byrd was shot several times in
the torso after she raised the knife
to a throwing position, authorities
said, Long Beach Fire Department
paramedics took her to a hospital,
where she died during surgery.

In an interview, Byrd's son, Ti-
rus Parhms, said, “I'm still in
shock. I can't understand it. My
mother was not a threat to any-
one.”
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. thlg‘ o. Una foto de Marcella Byrd, presidia ayer la conferen-
cla en la que su Sfamilia anuncié una demanda contra el LBPD.

Demandan por 25 millones
ala Polici de Long Beach

Hijos de mujer que murio al enfrentarse
con agentes acusan a policias de ‘ejecutarla’

Patricia A. Gonzalez-Portillo
Reportera de La Opinién

o0s hijos de una mujer que
Lmurié en manos de agen-

tes del Departamento de
Policia de Long Beach (LBPD),
tras enfrentarse a ellos armada
de un cuchillo, presentaron ayer
una demanda por 25 millones de
dblares contra la entidad, por su-
puestamente matar a su madre
que sufria de esquizofrenia.

De acuerdo a la demanda,
Marcella Byrd, de origen afroa-
mericano, fue victima de “ejecu-
cién sumaria” por parte de agen-
tes de LBPD.

“La familia esti enojada y su-
mamente lastimada por su muer-
te”, indicé John E. Sweeney, abo-
gado de Beverly Hills que repre-
senta a los demandantes. “Esto no
fue otra cosa que una ejecucién”’.

Como parte de la politica del
LBPD, la entidad se negd a hacer
comentarios por tratarse de un
caso y demanda pendientes.

En una conferencia de prensa
realizada ayer en su bufete en Be-
verly Hills, Sweeney acusé a los
agentes del LBPD de “disparar
sus armas sin ningtn motivo”,

“Ella no dio ningin motivo para
que la mataran”, asegurd el aboga-
do. “No era una mujer violenta con
tendencias homicidas ni suicidas”.

Byrd, de 57 anos, muri6 el sa-
bado después del tiroteo que ocu-

rrié en un supermercado de Long
Beach. Las autoridades han dicho
que Byrd amenazd a los oficiales
con un cuchillo de ocho pulgadas
después que presuntamente rohd
del supermercado Top Value
Market, ubicado en la esquina de
las avenidas Pacific y Pine.

Byrd presuntamente se negd a
soltar el cuchillo durante el en-
frentamiento y motivé que los
oficiales dispararan balas de go-.
ma (bean bags), segtn el sargen
to Steve Fillipini.

Sin embargo, explicé, que las
balas no causaron que Byrd ti-
rara €l arma.

“Una persona razonable no
muestra un cuchillo cuando la
policia llega al lugar de los he-
chos”, indico Fillipini a un pe-
riédico local. “Las balas de goma
tuvieron un impacto minimo y
eso hizo que se enojara”.

Explicd que los oficiales dis-
pararon sus-armas cuando Byrd
levanté la mano para atacarlos.
“Los oficiales temian por su vi-
da”, agregd el sargento.

Sin embargo, los hijos de Byrd
negaron que su madre fuera vio- -
lenta a pesar de la enfermedad
mental que padecia desde 1980.

" “Era una mujer muy dulce,

‘inteligente y muy amable”, in-

dicé Angela Byrd. “La policia no

-debid disparar, hubieran utili-

zado otra alternativa. Mi madre
nunca tuvo ningin problema
con las autoridades”.




